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different one for the other. Yet we have never heard of a
husband mounting the funeral pyre of his deceased wife.
It may, therefore, be taken for granted that the practice of
the widow immolating herself on the death of her husband
had its origin in superstitious ignorance and the blind
egotism of man. Even if it could be proved that at one time
the practice had a meaning, it can only be regarded as
barbarous in the present age. The wife is not the slave of
the husband but his comrade, otherwise known as his
better half, his colleague and friend. She is a co-sharer
with him of equal rights and of equal duties. Their obli-
gations towards each other and towards the world must,
therefore, be the same and reciprocal.
I therefore regard the alleged self-immolation of this
sister as vain. It certainly cannot be set up as an example
to be copied. Don't I appreciate at least her courage to die,
I may perhaps be asked. My reply is'1 no ' in all conscience.
Have we not seen even evil-doers display this sort of
courage? Yet no one has ever thought of complimenting,
them on it. Why should I take upon me the sin of even
unconsciously leading astray some ignorant sister by my
injudicious praise of suicide ? Satihood is the acme of
purity. This purity cannot be attained or realized by dying.
It can be attained only through constant striving, constant
immolation of the spirit from day to day.
Young India, 21-5-*31